
This year, Mission of Mercy celebrates 20 
years of bringing healthcare and hope 
to children and adults who desperately 

need it. It’s a huge milestone, and it’s the 
support of friends like you who, over two 
decades, have made it possible for tens of 
thousands to receive healing when they had 
no other place to turn – for people like Celia.

In 1999, when Mission of Mercy was only two 
years young and operating out of two clinics 
– Central Phoenix and Mesa – Celia’s mom 
found herself at a loss when she discovered 
a lump in her teenage daughter’s arm. It was 
swollen and causing her too much pain to lift 
or extend her arm. 

Celia’s mom was a single mother with three 
kids. On a school cafeteria cook’s salary, money 
was tight. She couldn’t afford health insurance 
for herself, much less her entire family. 
Instead, when someone got hurt or sick, her 
solution was to travel across the border where 
healthcare was much less expensive.

But Celia’s mom had never seen anything like 
this lump before. It scared her. She wanted to 
have her daughter diagnosed and treated as 
quickly as possible. Fortunately, Celia’s mom 
found out about Mission of Mercy from a friend. 

It sounded too good to be true! A free health 

care clinic at a church in Central Phoenix? 
Celia’s mom took her right away.

“I remember us pulling up to a big church and 
seeing the mobile unit outside,” says Celia. “At 
first, I thought the church ran the clinic, but 
once we were inside, we realized that it was 
a separate organization.  And they helped 
everyone who walked in.”

Celia was diagnosed with an abscess 
that needed to be drained and removed 
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immediately. The abscess was pinching a nerve 
and it was time-sensitive to have the surgery done 
quickly so Celia could get back to school.  The 
Mission of Mercy volunteer doctor set up a referral 
at Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine to 
have the surgery done pro-bono. 

“My mom couldn’t believe it was going to be 
free!” Celia remembers with a smile.

“I look back at it now and realize how big of a help 
it was to my mom back then. I have kids now, 
and I am thankful for how easy it is to take them 
to the doctor if they have a cold. Back then, my 
mom was taking time off to take us to Mexico for 
a low-cost doctor’s visit and medications and then 
working overtime to make up for it.”

Now, as a healthcare professional herself, Celia 

understands the importance of having the chance 
to be healthy.  Which is why she strongly connects 
with the mission of Mission of Mercy.  She sees 
“the restoration of dignity and healing through 
Love” as the perfect mission for those that need 
it most: the uninsured, the under-insured who 
run into hard times and cannot afford copays or 
premiums, and the everyday working poor who 
are barely providing for their families.  

Thank you for the love and support that 
has given hope to thousands of families like 
Celia’s over the past twenty years. With your 
partnership, we will continue to provide men, 
women, and children who have nowhere else to 
turn with the opportunity to experience healing 
and hope!  

Continued from page 1

T W E N T Y  Y E A R S  O F  M I R A C L E S
1997 
First Arizona clinics open in Central Phoenix 
and Mesa  

First Executive Director is John Olson  

First Medical Director is Dr. Bill Schneider 

First volunteer mobile unit driver, Michael D. 
Giovanni 

1998 
3rd Clinic opens in Maryvale 

150 Active Volunteers

3,783 patient visits after first year

2000 
Mission of Mercy provides 10,000 individual 
patients with free care

Our first mobile 
unit hits the 
streets in 1997 
driven by 
volunteer driver 
Michael D. 
Giovanni

The past two decades have only been possible through the support of our generous donors and the dedication of our incredible volunteers.



How to Take the Credit 
and give hope for free!
About the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit 

Did you know that you can help give a brighter future to families 
like Celia’s (cover), without it costing you a dime? It’s true! Thanks to 
the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit, any gift you give to Mission of 
Mercy (made out to Mission of Mercy Health Partnership Fund) 
can be claimed as a credit – up to $400 for those filing singly or 
up to $800 for those filing jointly off your Arizona tax bill! 

This is better than a deduction. For example, if, after all your 
deductions, you owed $400 on your Arizona state taxes, but 
previously gave a gift of $400 to Mission of Mercy, you could take 
that $400 gift as a dollar-for-dollar credit off of what you owe – 
leaving you with a $0 tax bill!*

You can impact lives, giving healing and hope to families who can’t 
afford insurance, while giving yourself a gift come tax day! But this is 
very important – for your gifts to qualify, they must be made out to 
Mission of Mercy Health Fund. 

So what are you waiting for? Take the credit and help us change 
lives today! Find out more at HealingAZ.org or call Jessica Green at 
602.861.2233. 
*This is not tax advice. Consult your tax professional for more details or visit HealingAZ.org for 
more information. 

T W E N T Y  Y E A R S  O F  M I R A C L E S
2002
Current Medical Director hired, Dr. Brad Smith

2003
Mission of Mercy surpasses 50,000 patient visits

2004 
Current Executive Director hired, Catherine Amiot

2006 
New mobile medical unit acquired  

2008 
4th Clinic opens in South Phoenix. 
Mission of Mercy exceeds 100,000 patient visits

2010 
5th Clinic opens in West Valley (Avondale)
Second medical mobile unit acquired

Dr. Brad Smith, Medical Director, 
(pictured below with a patient) 
comes on board in 2002

The past two decades have only been possible through the support of our generous donors and the dedication of our incredible volunteers.

Here’s what your Tax 
Credit dollars will do:

$800 gift provides 6 week chronic 
disease management course for 
10 patients with diabetes

$600 gift will buy 1 month of fuel to 
power our mobile medical units

$400 gift provides inhalers for 6 
patients with asthma

$200 gift gives 40 patients with 
high blood pressure medication for 
1 month

$100 gift pays for 1 doctor visit, 
including medications, diagnostic 
labs, x-ray and 1:1 patient counseling



Dr. Albert Asendorf, known as “Dr. Al” to most, has been 
serving patients at Mission of Mercy for the past 16 years at 
our Central Phoenix clinic.  His deep spiritual values and his 
loving interaction with his patients embodies our mission 
of healing through Love and restoring dignity.

Growing up with deep admiration for his family doctor in his 
hometown of Carthage, Missouri, Dr. Al knew he wanted to 
study medicine.  Pursuing his dream, he received his medical 
degree from University of Missouri-Columbia School of 
Medicine and went on to practice cardiology and internal 
medicine in Phoenix from 1970 to 1995; and then in Payson 
until he retired in 2001.  

Soon after his retirement, Dr. Al knew he wanted to keep 
helping people. Before long, he stumbled upon Mission of 
Mercy and has been volunteering ever since. 

Aside from volunteering at Mission of Mercy, Dr. Al stays busy 
with his other passions – traveling, visiting family, and serving 
on medical mission trips.  Dr. Al also has been an avid pilot for 
61 years. 

MEDICAL HERO AWARD
Al Asendorf, M.D. 

T W E N T Y  Y E A R S  O F  M I R A C L E S
2012
Community Connections program is launched to offer patient 
education and support services

2013 
6th Clinic opens at the Murphy School District in South Phoenix

2015 
Free mammography program launches

2016 
Mission of Mercy provides 200,000th patient visit

2017 
20th Anniversary 

237 Active volunteers

Our newest mobile medical 
unit is bringing quality 
healthcare to Valley residents.

Volunteers at our 
West Valley clinic in 
Avondale are ready 
to see patients.

The past two decades have only been possible through the support of our generous donors and the dedication of our incredible volunteers.



We all know that without our health, a full life is 
not possible. But health care is about more than 
medicine. It is about giving a friend, neighbor or 

loved-one a chance to lead a productive life, reducing 
the community burden of uncompensated and costly 

emergency medical care, and restoring human dignity to 
our brothers and sisters. These values have always been at 

the heart of our work at Mission of Mercy. 

In 1997, a small but fearless group of retired nurses recruited a handful of medical volunteers and 
showed up at Shepherd of the Valley Lutheran Church in Phoenix to offer free medical care. 
From these humble beginnings, Mission of Mercy was born. 

Over the past twenty years, our mobile model of “bringing the doctor 
to the people” has grown into a vibrant and diverse network of six 
free clinics, still run by volunteers, from Mesa to Avondale; from 
South Phoenix to Maryvale with future expansion on the horizon. 

We know that not a single day over the past twenty years would 
have been possible without you – our benefactors, volunteers and 
community partners. We give thanks for each of you who has stood 
by us, and with us, on the front lines dispensing comfort, mending 
broken hearts, and restoring dignity through God’s Love and mercy. 

I want to thank you for a beautiful 20-year journey together – 
providing hope to those that need it most and for the miracles of 
body, soul and spirit that are yet to come.

Your impact and generosity is nothing short of miraculous!

Blessings,

Catherine Amiot
President & Executive Director

A Message of Thanks 

How your 

LOVE
MERCYmakes

possible!

We give thanks for all of you who 
have made these past 20 years of 
miracles possible.



Patient Empowerment

Patients at our Avondale clinic are now able 
to attend diabetes education classes every 
Monday, thanks to volunteer Peggy Archuleta.

Peggy is an RN and Certified Diabetes 
Educator (CDE) who began volunteering 
close to 5 years ago while working at Banner 
Estrella Hospital. Now retired, she continues to 
volunteer every Monday morning along with a 
medical interpreter.  

“Once we know better, we do better and 
make better choices. To help someone to 
improve their quality of life through healthier 
choices is the reason I keep coming back. I’m 
grateful to Mission of Mercy for the work they 
are doing to save lives,” said Peggy. 

Diabetes is one of the top chronic conditions 
diagnosed or treated across our 6 clinics in 
Maricopa County. We realize that many of our 
patients have other obstacles in addition to 
not having health insurance.  Transportation 
challenges, as well as language barriers inhibit 
families from receiving additional education for 

serious health conditions like diabetes.  

“Having CDE’s on site at all clinics to supplement 
a patient’s doctor visit is our goal. We see this as 
an opportunity to fill a gap and make accessing 
vital health education a bit easier for these 
families,” says Dianne Aguilar, Mission of Mercy’s 
Community Connections Coordinator.

Peggy is teaching patients with diabetes and 
their family members about healthy food 
choices, meal prep ideas, portion control, and 
so much more.  She takes the time necessary 
to use helpful visuals and answer the many 
questions families have.  We are so grateful 
to Peggy and all of our Mission of Mercy 
volunteers who work to restore dignity and 
heal through Love.

We are currently working with our 
Community Partners to expand diabetes 
education classes to additional clinic sites.  If 
you are interested in helping or funding a 
health education class for our patients, call 
Paula Carvalho at 602-861-2233. 

How Volunteer PEGGY ARCHULETA 
is changing lives through DIABETES EDUCATION 

Thanks to 
volunteer Peggy 
Archuleta, a 
Certified Diabetes 
Educator, 
Mission of Mercy 
offers Diabetes 
Education classes 
every Monday 
at our Avondale 
clinic.

You’re Invited!

11th Annual Morning of Miracles
Community Breakfast

Thursday, December 14, 2017 
Omni Scottsdale Resort & Spa at Montelucia
4949 E. Lincoln Dr., Scottsdale

RSVP to Paula Carvalho by Tuesday, December 5.
602-861-2233 or pcarvalho@amissionofmercy.org




