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Educational Partnerships Enhance MOM Clinics
Mission of Mercy’s cadre of medical volunteers – 
most of whom are retired – deservedly receive a lot 
of recognition for delivering healthcare to MOM’s 
patients. But there is another substantial group 
that powers our clinics – medical students and 
pharmacy residents. 

Through a partnership with the Southwest College 
of Naturopathic Medicine (SCNM), more than 400 
fourth year medical students have rotated through 
one of MOM’s six mobile medical clinics since 2006. 
Similarly, via a partnership with Albertsons Safeway 
Pharmacy, every year since 2018 two pharmacy 
residents work one day per week at MOM in a 
coveted community medicine-focused residency 
that was established.

“The medical students and pharmacy residents that 
we supervise at our MOM clinics provide invaluable 
care to our patients and simultaneously are 
exposed to new medical learning opportunities,” 
says Dr. Brad Smith, MOM Medical Director. “But 
perhaps more importantly, they bear witness to 
the gratitude of our patients and generosity of our 
volunteers, which often reaffirms their choice to 
enter the medical field.”

SCNM students practice community medicine
Daniel Berzins is an Arizona native and fourth-year 
medical student at SCNM who will graduate in 
spring 2022 and pursue a position in a practice that 
focuses on individualized medicine in the areas of 
lifestyle, endocrinology and regenerative medicine. 

Through his time with MOM, he’s gained 
considerable experience in patient care and had 
the opportunity to perform a large incision staple 
removal from the scalp of a retired general surgeon. 

“I have learned the importance of community 
medicine and the positive impact it continues 
to have in the lives of so many Arizonans. MOM 
clinics emphasize individualized medicine and 
how essential it is to find and treat the root cause 
of illness and disease,” Berzins says. “There is no 
one-size-fits-all in medicine and each person 
carries with them a unique story that requires 
individualization for the most beneficial and 
effective therapies.” 

Carie Haynes, RDN, another fourth-year medical 
student at SCNM who works at MOM clinics, values 
the deep relationships that MOM providers have 
with their patients.

“I have thoroughly enjoyed working with all of the 
patients because I see how much they appreciate 
MOM,” Haynes says. “They are really here to get 
better and improve their health.”
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Daniel Berzins, a fourth year medical student at the  
Southwest College of Naturopathic Medicine, treats a  

patient at one of MOM’s six mobile medical clinics.

Continued on page 4
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Paula’s Pulse
News and updates from MOM AZ  

Happy New Year!
 

As we embark on a new year, Mission 
of Mercy Arizona closed out 2021 with a 
series of three smaller events held across the Valley last fall 
and our virtual fundraising breakfast held in December. We 
thank those of you who were able to attend or tune into one 
of them, and we look forward to hosting a very special event 
later this year in celebration of our 25th anniversary.

We have been busy planning for our “Spring Into Wellness” 
event slated for March 26, which you can read more about 
on page 4. This year, we’re excited to be able to gather in 
person and outdoors for a fun walk and health fair to be 
held at North Phoenix Baptist Church. Tours of our mobile 
medical unit will also be available. Check out our website 
at momaz.org or our Facebook or Instagram pages for 
more information on this event, which will open up for 
registrations on March 1.

Also, as tax season is here, we ask that you consider a gift to 
Mission of Mercy’s Arizona Health Partnership Fund, which 
is eligible for the Arizona Charitable Tax Credit. Giving to 
MOM enables you to take a dollar-for-dollar tax credit of 
up to $400 for individuals or $800 if married filing jointly. 
To those who have recently donated as part of our year-
end giving campaign or virtual breakfast, we are grateful! 
Donations can be made at healingaz.org and donations 
made by April 15, 2022, are eligible for the tax credit when 
you file your 2021 Arizona returns.
In this issue of our newsletter, we spotlight the medical 
students and pharmacy residents from the Southwest 
College of Naturopathic Medicine and Albertsons Safeway 
Pharmacy who help power our clinics! We also highlight a 
tremendous surprise grant we received from the Virginia 
G. Piper Charitable Trust last fall, as well as share some 
information on our Arizona Health Partnership Fund board 
members, how you can volunteer and how to sign up for a 
tour at one of our clinic sites.

We look forward to what 2022 has in store for us!

Best wishes for a healthy, fulfilling year,
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Surprise Grant from Piper Trust Buoys MOM
Last fall, Mission of Mercy Arizona was one of 71 local nonprofits to receive a surprise Now is the 
Moment grant from the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust. With that $1 million transformational 
gift comes great responsibility, and our Arizona Health Partnership board has been tasked with 
ensuring these funds are positioned to provide a secure future for MOM in the years ahead.

MOM joins the Piper Trust in 
their hope that this gift will 
be a catalyst for others 
to step up and support 
nonprofits like ours after a 
grueling pandemic where 
traditional fundraising 
activities have been 
turned upside down. 

The Piper Trustees noted 
that despite a tumultuous 
year due to the global health crisis 
caused by COVID-19 and economic uncertainty 
across all sectors, many individuals and 
institutions with large investments in the stock 
market experienced extraordinary growth in the 
value of their holdings. The Trust’s endowment 
grew by $123 million in the 15 months following 
the start of the pandemic, and that growth 
was the impetus for the $123 million in surprise 
grants.

“Maricopa County, along with the rest of the 
country, has suffered dramatically in so many 
different and unexpected ways,” said Piper 
Trustee Sharon Harper. “Piper Trust cares 
deeply about our community and is proud of 
how community members have stepped up. 
However, we are still in a desperate situation… 
those who serve the underserved really  
have suffered.”

“With this blessing, Mission of Mercy is moving into our fundraising season with renewed vigor 
as we strive to meet the ongoing operating costs of our six mobile medical clinics,” said MOM 
Executive Director Paula Carvalho. “There is always more work to be done, more patients to serve, 
and more needs to be met.”

Virginia Piper’s visionary statement aptly points out that “managing the stewardship of charitable 
giving is a moment-to-moment dignified responsibility of a truly high calling in human affairs 
and human relations.” 

Similarly, MOM views its mission to “heal through Love” by providing free healthcare and 
medications as a high calling that restores dignity, empowers patients, and strengthens our 
community as a whole.  nn

From left, MOM Executive Director Paula Carvalho, Arizona 
Health Partnership Fund Board Chair Larry Hall and 

Arizona Health Partnership Fund Board President Rachel 
Oesterle receive news of the $1 million surprise grant from 

the Virginia G. Piper Charitable Trust.

“With this 
blessing, Mission of 

Mercy is moving into 
our fall fundraising season 
with renewed vigor as we 

strive to meet the ongoing 
operating costs of our 

six mobile medical 
clinics.”
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Pharmacy residents get hands-on experience

In spring of 2018, MOM established a residency 
for pharmacists with Albertsons Safeway and 
two residents are selected each year to work at 
MOM clinics to fill medications, triage patients 
and give flu shots.

Albertsons Safeway Pharmacy Resident 
Elizabeth Rivard, PharmD, is currently working 
at MOM as part of her residency. She recently 
treated a patient who was experiencing a 
moderate to severe flare of shingles, and was 
able to help treat the patient. Her goal is to 
become a clinical community pharmacist, 
where she’s able to have more interaction with 
patients and help those with chronic conditions 
like diabetes and COPD.

“I’m really amazed by the dedication of the 
medical professionals at the MOM clinics and 
the gratitude of the patients,” says Kate Barra, an 
Albertsons Safeway pharmacist and residency 
coordinator. “It’s been eye opening to work with a 
diverse patient population and be able to provide 
education to them, and help them maintain their 
health. The patients are dedicated to coming 
to their appointments and being advocates for 
themselves. They also demonstrate a vested 
interest in knowing what their numbers mean 
and how their medications work.” 

Both the SCNM and Albertsons Safeway 
Pharmacy partnerships are clearly win-wins for 
the medical students, pharmacy residents and 
Mission of Mercy. And the value of the mentorship 
they receive does not go unnoticed.

“Working alongside Dr. Smith and Dr. Bryant has 
truly been one of the highlights of my clinical 
learning, and the environment they have created 
within their clinics through the community is 
something I will always be forever grateful for 
being a part of,” Berzins says. “They are true 
leaders of this community, fulfilling a mission of  
great purpose.” nn

Continued from page 1

Spring Into Wellness Walk & Health Fair 

Saturday, March 26, 2022  |  9:30-11:30 a.m.
North Phoenix Baptist Church 
5757 N. Central Ave., Phoenix
Join us for our Spring Into Wellness Walk & Health Fair, 
which will be held at the south end of the North Phoenix 
Baptist Church campus. Individual walkers and teams 
can start registering online on March 1st at momwellness.org, so stay tuned for the Walk Site 
launch. The event will include tours of MOM’s mobile medical RV, a short “fun walk” and a 
health fair with activities for the whole family.

WALK & HEALTH FAIR - MARCH 26, 2022
MARCH 26, 2022

WALK & HEALTH FAIR

If interested in sponsoring the event or hosting a table at the health fair,  
please email Shoshana Simones at ssimones@amissionofmercy.org.

Arizona 
Health
Partnership Fund

http://momwellness.org
mailto:ssimones%40amissionofmercy.org?subject=
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Tours are held from 9-10 a.m.    Reservations required. Masks required.
Contact Diana at 602 861 2233 or dnavarrette@amissionofmercy org to schedule your tour today 

1st Monday of month
West Valley

Avondale Baptist Church 
1001 N  Central Ave  
Avondale, AZ 85323

2nd Wednesday of month 
Central Phoenix 

North Phoenix Baptist Church 
5757 N  Central Ave , Bldg  B 

Phoenix, AZ 85012

3rd Friday of month
East Valley 

Chandler First Church  
of the Nazarene 

301 N  Hartford St  
Chandler, AZ 85225

JOIN US FOR A CLINIC TOUR
Come see firsthand how we bring doctors to the people  

to restore dignity, empower patients and strengthen 
communities. Mission of Mercy has been providing free 

medical care and prescription medications to those in need  
for 25 years in Arizona! Join us for a tour and bring a friend. 

2022 Tour Dates
Please note dates are subject to change

MOM Clinic Tours Are Back!

BECOME A VOLUNTEER
Mission of Mercy relies upon our incredible 
community volunteers. Currently, we have a 
need for a backup RV driver for our mobile unit, 
interpreters, and office volunteers. If you are 
interested in becoming a volunteer, our Community 
Engagement Manager, Shoshana Simones, will 
schedule you for a tour of a clinic site and provide 
orientation. Please contact her at 602.861.2233 or 
via email at ssimones@amissionofmercy.org for 
information. We would like to welcome our most 
recent new volunteers assisting in our mission to 
restore dignity, “Healing through Love,” by providing 
free healthcare.  

Dick Arkills 
James Barron 
Janice Farrar, RN 

Ann Karber, RN 
Marty Murphy  
Katie Raife, NP  

Dr. Stanley Shorb  
Sylvia Solis  

mailto:dnavarrette%40amissionofmercy.org?subject=Tour
mailto:ssimones%40amissionofmercy.org?subject=
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Rachel Oesterle, MSR
President 

 Arizona Health Partnership Fund

Paula Carvalho, ED
Vice President & Secretary

Mission of Mercy AZ

David Liddle
Treasurer

CFO, Mission of Mercy, Inc 

Meet the Arizona Health Partnership Fund’s Board

Larry Hall, Chair
Retired former owner, Hall Signs Inc 

Larry Hall served as president of his 
family business, Hall Signs Inc., for 
more than three decades. Prior to 
that he worked for 3M Company and 
earned a bachelor’s degree in business 
marketing from Indiana University. Hall 
Signs was sold in 2019 after 70 years of 
family ownership. He is married with 

three daughters and five grandchildren.

Andrew S. Jacob, MD, JD, Vice Chair 
Retired cardiologist and retired attorney 

Recently retired, Andrew Jacob 
received his MD from Duke University 
in 1976 and practiced interventional 
cardiology in Arizona for nearly two 
decades. After receiving his JD from 
Arizona State University in 2003, he 
practiced commercial litigation  
and appellate law until 2021. He is 

married with four adult children and lives part time in 
Bisbee where he is slowly becoming an accomplished 
wood turner. 

Todd S. Brown, MBA
Principal, Brown Capital Advisors

Todd Brown has more than 25 years 
of experience as a senior financial 
executive, including both private and 
public company board positions,  
CFO and COO operational 
roles, advisory and turnaround 
engagements, and 14 years of 

experience with Deloitte. He specializes In strategic 
planning, establishing and monitoring financial and 
operational controls, working with banks and other 
capital sources, and in restructurings. 

Kyle Felix, CPA, CA
Director of Finance & Administration,  
Catholic Community Foundation

Kyle Felix joined the Catholic 
Community Foundation in March 2018 
as the Director of Finance. Today, he 
serves as the Chief Operating Officer 
and supports the organization’s mission 
to encourage compassionate, charitable 
giving to provide sustainable support 
for those who serve our community.  

He is a married father of two young children. 

Kim Fleurquin, MBA/HCM
Chief Risk Officer, Sonora Quest Laboratories

As Chief Risk Officer for Sonora Quest 
Laboratories, Kim Fleurquin is a  
subject matter expert on data privacy, 
security and risk mitigation with 
extensive experience in building legal 
and regulatory programs. She holds  
an MBA in Health Care Management 
and completed the Healthcare law 

program at Nova Southeastern University/Shepard Broad 
Law School.

Nathan Hunnell, PharmD
Director of Professional Practice, Humana Pharmacy

Nathan Hunnell leads regulatory 
compliance of Humana’s high-volume 
mail order pharmacy in Phoenix. He 
holds a Doctorate of Pharmacy degree 
from the University of Pittsburgh, 
and has a decade of experience as a 
pharmacist. Nate also developed a 
program in which Humana Pharmacy 

donates its unused prescription medications directly to 
MOM. His innovative thinking recently garnered him the 
prestigious Amplify Award from Humana in 2020. 

MEMBERS

DIRECTORS

“I firmly believe that no one should suffer from 
readily preventable complications of illness such 
as diabetes and high blood pressure,” Jacob says. 

“From my first visit to a MOM clinic I was very 
impressed with the efforts that MOM staff and 

volunteers expend to serve the uninsured. Those 
of us with insurance would be fortunate to receive 

such care from our providers.”.
Andrew S. Jacob

“As a community partner, I find great pleasure 
in knowing I am doing everything I can to help 
provide a safety net for those who are falling 

through the cracks of our healthcare system,” 
Fleurquin says. “Healing through Love is more  
than a  responsibility for me – it is a mission!”         

Kim Fleurquin
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Their Health Is in Your Hands

Gift Up to $800 to 
Mission of Mercy 
and claim the AZ 

Charitable Tax 
Credit

Arizona 
Health
Partnership Fund

How it works:
• Make a gift to MOM AZ Health Partnership Fund (up to $400 

individual/$800 married) to maximize tax credit benefit.

• Claim the credit on your Arizona state tax form  Our 
Qualifying Charity Organization (QCO) number is 20941,  
Tax I.D. #82-0635905 

• Your donation then can be taken as a credit on your Arizona income tax obligation  
IN ADDITION TO foster care, school, or other similar tax credits 

• To donate, visit healingaz.org, or mail in the enclosed donation envelope with your 
check to 360 E  Coronado Rd , #160, Phoenix, AZ 85004 or call us at 602-861-2233  

Restoring Dignity. Empowering Patients. Strengthening Communities.  Mission of Mercy AZ Health 
Partnership Fund provides more than 2,500 underserved patients with access to free medical visits, 
prescription medications and patient education annually  Donate today to help us provide life-saving 
services to Arizonans in need.

http://healingaz.org


360 E  Coronado Road 
Suite 160
Phoenix, AZ 85004
www MissionofMercyAZ org 

Arizona 
Health
Partnership Fund

Together, we can do so much more. You, too, can empower our patients and restore their dignity by 
supporting our mission to provide free healthcare and prescription medications to those in need.

VISIT us. Schedule a MOM in Action tour and see 
firsthand how we serve our patients.

VOLUNTEER  We’re always looking for volunteer 
physicians, nurses and medical interpreters to 
provide compassionate care and hope to our 
patients  Email ssimones@amissionofmercy org. 

DONATE. Whether it’s a sustaining monthly 
donation, a one-time Arizona Charitable Tax Credit 
gift or planned giving, your support keeps our vital 
healthcare clinics running  Securely donate online 
today at momaz org. 

PARTNER with us  Join our team of corporate and 
community partners to make an impact through 
opportunities like sponsoring an event, providing 
added capacity or innovating for the benefit of 
those we serve. 

LIKE us on Facebook and follow us on  
Instagram @missionofmercyaz to stay up  
to date with our latest news, photos and videos
Sign up for our e-news at momaz.org.  

For more ways to get involved, call  
Paula Carvalho at 602.861.2233 or email

pcarvalho@amissionofmercy.org.

Get Involved 
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WALK & HEALTH FAIR - MARCH 26, 2022
MARCH 26, 2022

WALK & HEALTH FAIR

Watch our website and social 
media to sign up for this great 

event to benefit Mission of Mercy - 
Arizona  Details on page 4.

Tax Credit  
Deadline
April 15
See Page 7

http://www.MissionofMercyAZ.org

