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On the Move – Again!

www.missionofmercyaz.org

Mercy has another new home – 
Chandler!

On the first and third Fridays of every month 
from 8 a.m. to 3 p.m., our 7th mobile clinic will 
be open at the Chandler First Church of the 
Nazarene, 301 N. Hartford St. – ready to give 
hope and medical help to the underserved 
of Chandler. 

For Rosa, our RV arrived in Chandler just in time.

Rosa lives with chronic pain and needs 
injections and special medications so she can 
work. She’s a hard worker too. In fact, she just 
received a raise. But now, she earns $2 over 
the maximum amount to qualify for Medicaid. 
Suddenly, her benefits were canceled. She 
couldn’t afford the injections and medications 
she needed on her own. She’s worked so hard 
– now she was at risk of losing her job!

That’s when your love and compassion came 
through and offered Mercy to Rosa. 

How your support is now bringing Mercy to Chandler – 



We’re happy to report that, after a consultation 
with one of our volunteer doctors, we were able 
to provide her with the medications she needed 
to continue working! Who knows where she 
would be today, had your love not stepped in 
and helped her put her life back on track.

But Rosa is just one of the thousands who need 
medical care in this community. According to 
the Chandler Regional Medical Center, one out 
of every seven residents in its primary service 
area lacks health insurance. Furthermore, one 
out of every three adults reports not having a 
regular doctor.  

“We are very excited for the many patients who 
will now be able to access medical care. It is not 
by coincidence that Chandler First Church of the 
Nazarene is our newest home location, and they 
have been extremely supportive,” said 
Dr. Brad Smith, medical director at Mission of 

Mercy Arizona. “Our partnerships with Dignity 
Health and other healthcare leaders have also 
been instrumental in this expansion, which 
promises to bring much needed healthcare to 
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Executive Director Paula Carvalho (center) with 
Dignity Health employees at the Grand Opening 
of the new Chandler clinic.

Councilman Kevin Hartke and Pastor Denise Burns of the Chandler First Church of the Nazarene cut the 
ribbon to officially open our seventh clinic in Chandler on May 4th, 2018.



the Southeast Valley, as well as more opportunity 
to heal through love and restore dignity.”

Each day that a Mission of Mercy clinic operates 
costs approximately $5,000.  For East Valley 
expansion efforts, which includes the new 
clinic in Chandler, a future clinic in Gilbert, 
additional medical staff and a 3rd mobile 
RV unit, we’ve raised two-thirds of our 
goal.  We appreciate the  generosity of Gila 
River Indian Community, Otto and Edna 

Neely Foundation, Diane and Bruce Halle 
Foundation, Lynn and Foster Friess Family 
Fund and Thunderbirds Charities towards our 
efforts to bring Mercy to the East Valley!
 
We need your support to continue to bring 
the doctor to the people across the Valley, 
from Mesa to Avondale, from South Phoenix 
to Maryvale, and now in Chandler – just in the 
nick of time!

A peek inside our mobile RV unit, complete with exam rooms and a pharmacy. Your support fuels, stocks 
and maintains our medical RVs.

Gilbert is ready for us!
The Heritage Center is a collaborative 
partnership between the Town of Gilbert and 
local non-profit organizations to connect Gilbert 
residents with key community resources such 

as medical, dental and counseling 
services.

Mission of Mercy is committed 
to open in the Gilbert Heritage Center in 2019. To officially open, we need 
to raise an additional $250,000 to meet our total goal. Please contact us if 
you are interested in getting involved!

Learn more 
about the 

Heritage Center at 
www.gilbertaz.

gov.



Growing up on a cotton/alfalfa farm west 
of Casa Grande, DiAne Ashton remembers 

how concerned her father always was for his 
farm workers and their families. Many needed 
medical care, but few had insurance.

It turns out that today, not much has changed 
for farm workers.

So when Mission of Mercy approached DiAne’s 
church, First Southern Baptist Church of 
Avondale, in 2010, looking for a suitable West 
Valley location, DiAne jumped at the chance to 
help make a difference. In fact, she was one of 
the first in line to become a volunteer.

“I could see how the Avondale site might help the 
farm workers and many others in the surrounding 
communities who needed primary healthcare, 
but didn’t have insurance,” says DiAne.

Since that day, DiAne has faithfully sacrificed her 
time to help bring medical care to those who 
need it most. When her husband, Jeff, retired in 
2016, he gladly followed in her footsteps.

“She [DiAne] informed me that MOM was 
looking for someone to help enter patient 
prescriptions into a database,” Jeff remembers. 
“There was a need and I had the skill. Since 
then, I have gotten to know the doctors, nurses, 
interpreters, and volunteers, who are a group of 
caring and loving individuals. It is a pleasure to 
work with such a professional team, meeting a 
critical need.”

In addition to giving their time and energy, DiAne 
and Jeff are also a part of our Healing through 
Love Giving Society, a special group of donors 
who have made multi-year pledges of $1,000 or 
greater per year. 

“Now that we live in the Chandler area, Jeff 
and I have chosen to donate our time and 
resources to the new Chandler mobile clinic 
as our way of pouring into the lives of those 
around us,” says DiAne. “As Jesus said, ‘if you 
have done it unto one of the least of these, 
you have done it unto me.’”

There is always a need for volunteers at Mission 
of Mercy. To find out more on how you can 
give your time and talents or treasure to help 
change lives, visit missionofmercyaz.org.

Giving from the Heart
How Donors DiAne and Jeff Ashton are ‘Healing through Love’

It’s because of donors and volunteers like Jeff 
and DiAne Ashton that Mission of Mercy is able 
to bring healthcare to those who need it most.

Wish List for East Valley
$5,000  Covers the expenses for 

one mobile clinic day 
$5,000  Provides a much needed, 

second EKG machine
$1,000  Allows a Diabetes Health 

Educator to assist our 
patients for one week

$500  Provides medical care for 
two patients for one full year

$500  Buys asthma supplies
$250  Fills the gas tank for a mobile 

medical RV 
$250  Pays for diabetes kits for one 

month

$50  Replenishes our supply of strep 
tests

$25  Buys necessary medications 
that patients often go without 



Volunteer Spotlight

Diabetes is a widespread problem in America, especially among 
the disadvantaged and low-income population. Although some 
of the cause can be attributed to heredity, the majority of the 
problem can be summed up in one word – diet.

A doctor can prescribe all the right medications, but if a patient 
doesn’t understand how to change their eating habits and lifestyle, 
there is no winning the war against this disease.

That’s where Fionnuala Brown comes in. A wife, a mother of 
two, and a Nursing Ph.D student at ASU, she has volunteered as a 
nurse practitioner at our Phoenix clinic since 2012. She knows that 
approximately half of all Hispanic patients diagnosed with Type II 
Diabetes (DM) visit community health clinics for their care. She also 
knows that when it comes to managing the disease, the deck is 
stacked against them – cultural eating habits, lack of access to healthy 
food, language barriers, and more give diabetes the upper hand. 

Two years ago, she saw an opportunity to address the problem by 
taking care beyond the clinic, to the classroom. She chose to work 
with Mission of Mercy patients for her Ph.D project.

Working in partnership with ASU and Esperança, a local Phoenix 
nonprofit that provides community health education, Fionnuala 
helped to recruit patients and coordinate a 6-week group class (2 
hours per week) focused on culturally-sensitive diabetes education for 
Mission of Mercy patients. Her hope was that through education, she 
could show measurable improvement in the health of her patients. 

It’s working! Fifteen Mission of Mercy patients with Type II 
Diabetes completed the program. Average A1C levels (an indicator 
of diabetes) for the group dropped significantly! Ten participants 
even lost weight.

The program was such a success that, with your support, and the 
help of partner organizations, our vision is to offer culturally sensitive 
health education consistently at all of our clinic locations.

Thank you, Fionnuala, for bringing Mercy to our patients on 
another level. Congrats on your Ph.D in Nursing!

Good medicine is more 
than medication
Together we are inspiring hope and 
improving health though education

Fionnuala Brown is a 
long-time volunteer nurse 
practitioner at our Phoenix 
clinic.



Save the Date!
12th Annual Morning of Miracles
Community Breakfast

Wednesday, December 5th, 2018
7:30am – 8:30am 
Phoenix Art Museum

Mammography 
Day in Avondale
In April, Mission of Mercy offered 
free mammograms for Mission of 
Mercy patients. Mobile On-Site 
Mammography brought their 
mobile unit to our Avondale clinic 
location at the First Southern 
Baptist Church of 
Avondale. Twenty-
eight women who 
otherwise would 
not have access, 
were able to take 
advantage of these 
free screenings. 

Thanks to you, 
Mission of Mercy 
has been able to 
cover the costs for 
over 100 women 
with this important 
preventative care for breast health. We recently partnered with Mobile 

On-Site Mammography to provide free 
screenings for women who otherwise 
would not have access.




